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Our Preamble 

To inculcate and stimulate love of our Country and the Flag; to defend the honor, integrity, 

and supremacy of our National Government and the Constitution of the United States. 

To support all activities and legislation that benefit members of the uniformed services and 

their families, regardless of rank or branch of service. 

To foster fraternal relations among all branches of the various services; to serve as the focal 

point for welcoming officers and families who live in the Midlands; to assist in their settlement; and 

to otherwise aid and present their rights and interests with respect to service matters. 

We are united to form the Columbia Chapter of Military Officers Association of America, lo-

cated at Columbia, South Carolina. 

President’s Prologue 

Greetings to all friends and members of our great Columbia Chapter of MOAA. On 

behalf of your board of officers, HAPPY SPRING! (Hopefully, the pollen count will 

begin to diminish soon.) 

As we move well into 2026, we wish to thank you for your continued support and 

interest in our vital mission to take care of all those who have, are, and will be 

serving our country in our Uniform Services, to include our families. 

In order to effect legislation at both the state and federal levels of government, 

we rely on thriving and robust chapter (and national) membership across the na-

tion. While I risk sounding like the proverbial broken record, the maintenance and 

focus on increasing our membership is the key to success. In conjunction with our 

membership strength, each of you can play a more direct role through MOAA’s 

Legislative Action Center, which is a simple “fire and forget” avenue by which you 

can personally contact your state legislatures. You may address any number of 

legislative priorities, many of which are already included in the pre-written letters.  

       -Continued 



 

 

P A G E  2  

 

 

 “ C O L U M B I A  E X P R E S S ”  

President’s Prologue 

 

 All you have to do is log into the following site where you can find the letters addressed to your 

respective political leadership, sign, and send.   

As you know, the more letters they receive the greater our chances. It only takes a few minutes 

of your valuable time. 

https://www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/moaa-in-action/ 

Thank you! 

Did you know that you can join the numerus and diverse MOAA “Zoom” meetings, info briefs, 

and forums? If you receive the MOAA “Officers” magazine …and peruse it…you will see them 

listed therein. (The magazine is for paying premium and life members. If you are a free “basic 

“member, you are encouraged to join MOAA national at the premium or life levels. They are 

worth it, if you wish to make a positive difference at the national/federal level of governance.) 

Anyone may also go online to MOAA.org and find the meetings listed. 

If you do join a MOAA “Zoom”…or Virtual Classroom… there is no requirement for you to pre-

pare anything or even say a single word…just listen and learn. 

Here are just a few of the many scheduled: 

Protect Yourself, and Your Family, From Cybercrime 
APRIL 22, 2026 | 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM EDT 
 
MOAA’s Legislative Update 
APRIL 28, 2026 | 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM EDT 

Is a Roth Conversion Right for You? 
MAY 20, 2026 | 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM EDT 
 
MOAA’s Virtual Career Fair and Hiring Event 

JUNE 04, 2026 | 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM EDT 
 
If you require assistance accessing these meetings, just go to “MOAA.org” or please feel free to 
contact me or any of our Chapter officers, and we shall do our best to help you. 
 

            -Continued 

   

https://www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/moaa-in-action/
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 Friends, mark your calendars! Our next Chapter meeting is 15 May at the Ft. Jackson 

“1917 Club” which is the former NCO Club. The time remains 1130 to  about 1300. We hope to 

see you there. (And, I’ll work on keeping the meetings a bit shorter.) 

 
ATTENTION: Online payment options for your lunches, annual dues, and or donations remain 
available thru MOAA National’s Cheddar Up. Here is the link for that: 
https://my.cheddarup.com/me/studetom-1240 
 
Thank you, again, for your support of our Great Columbia Chapter. 
 

Respectfully,  Carl 
“EVERYONE A RECRUITER!” 

Columbia Chapter 2026 Meeting Dates:  (Mark your calendars now!) 

Friday, 15 May 

Friday, 21 August 

Friday, 16 October 

Friday, 11 December 

NEW!  Chapter Dues Online Payment Option: 

 Click the link to pay annual Columbia Chap-
ter dues  

($20 for 1 year or $50 for 3 years) 

https://my.cheddarup.com/me/studetom-1240  

https://my.cheddarup.com/me/studetom-1240
https://my.cheddarup.com/me/studetom-1240


 “ C O L U M B I A  E X P R E S S ”  

 

March Distinguished Speaker—Jim Albert 

 

Our distinguished guest speaker for March 2026, Lt Col (AF, Ret.) Jim Albert, President of 
our South Carolina Chapters of MOAA, speaking about MOAA State and National initia-
tives, membership, and updates. We appreciate the visit and information. 

 

  
  

ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 
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ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 

                       non-partisan organizations! 

Membership News: 

 Current Paid Members: 109 (2026 and beyond) 

 Surviving Spouses: 20 

We added 5 new members last month. Please continue to invite new members or 

prospective members. Anyone who invites a new member that joins, will receive 

their next lunch free. We are trying to reach our goal of exceeding last years  

active paid members of 115. 

  
Council & Chapter Leaders: 
  
On behalf of MOAA President and CEO, Lt Gen Brian "BK" Kelly, I am thrilled to announce the 2025 
MOAA Levels of Excellence and Col. Marvin J Harris Communication Award winners. This year, our 
judges considered 158 LOE award and 259 Communications award nominations, with a record num-
ber of new submissions. This was a highly competitive process reflective of the extraordinary level of 
grass roots engagement and dedication of our affiliates across the country and virtually.   
  
We will take advantage of the opportunity with gathered council and independent chapter leaders in 
Washington, DC for Advocacy in Action week to host an awards ceremony on Thursday, April 16 as 
part of our Council President/Independent Chapter President Meeting agenda. Leaders will have the 
opportunity to receive all awards on behalf of their council or have awards mailed to chapters. We will 
coordinate separately with those council and independent leaders not in attendance.  Please consider 
that presentation options include opportunities during national visits or state-wide meetings and con-
ventions.  
  
Special thanks to Affiliated Councils and Chapters Committee Chair, Lelia Jackson and all committee 
members who served as LOE judges, MOAA Communications professionals Blair Drake and Kevin 
Lilly for their review of communication awards, and Dena Kilgore for her exceptional coordination of 
all affiliates annual awards. 
  
Congratulations to all for a great annual recognition year for both award categories. In the coming 
weeks, we will be sending out specific feedback from judges to all award applicants. We ask that the 
recipients of this feedback please share this information with your fellow leaders involved in these ef-
forts and consider how the feedback can bolster future efforts. 
  
Please use these links to see a full listing of awardees: 
2025 Levels of Excellence Awardees 

2025 Harris Communication Awardees 

  
Thanks for all that you do daily to support MOAA’s mission! 

Columbia MOAA 

Awarded LOE & 

4-Star Newsletter 

https://www.moaa.org/contentassets/4e65d066046d4d069d03f203cf7e3fce/2025-loe-for-web-with-branding.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/contentassets/7ce4ffd296e54f32b40fd196204e8d00/2025-harris-awards-with-branding.pdf


Member Spotlight 

COL (Ret.) Art Coogler—Columbia Chapter MOAA Surviving 

Spouses Laision 

ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 
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 “ C O L U M B I A  E X P R E S S ”  

  Headlines: 

 MOAA Again Recognized as a ‘Top Lobbyist’ by The Hill 

 MOAA Shares Legislative Priorities at Congressional Reception 

Moaa.org 

ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 



 

 

President - Carl Horn      cwhorn1954@gmail.com 

Vice President - Ceasar Leysath     

Vice President - Membership Katie Hanna, Newsletter Editor    

Treasurer-Tom Yarborough 

Secretary- Sharron Mackey    

Legislative Affairs - Jimmy Foley 

Chaplain - Sam Boone 

Surviving Spouses - Art Coogler  

JROTC Laision- John Marcucci 

JROTC Laision—Chris Cox (Welcome to our newest board member!) 

2026 MOAA Board of Directors 

 “ C O L U M B I A  E X P R E S S ”  

 

  

CH(COL) Mack Branham 

Rest in Peace 

Military Brothers and Sisters. Your Service to Our Country is Recorded and Honored. 

ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 



ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 
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Congrats Columbia Chapter  

on winning the  

2026 LOE Award and 2026 4-Star  

Newsletter Award  

from MOAA National 

Welcome New Members: 

 

• COL (Ret.) Rosen Lawsin, USA 

• Jim Jarvis, USN 

• CPT (Fmr) Larry Russell, USA 

• 1LT (Ret.) Tony Stephenson, USA 

• CPT (Fmr) Leslie Sully, USA 

  Scholarships for 2026-27 

Application info coming soon…. 

Two $1000 scholarships to the university or 

trade school of student’s choice 

ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 

Columbia Chapter Website:  https://moaasc.org/
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Surviving Spouse Corner 

 

Many marriages will end with one spouse dying and the other trying to put their life back togeth-

er. It is critical that couples get their estate planning documents in order because death may 

strike with no warning. I know from experience. It is always best to get information directly from 

the agencies who administer the various issues. Here are some useful contacts in Columbia. 

 

Casualty Assistance Office, Strom Thurmond Bldg., Rm. 206. 

803-751-5763/4519/7820 Call in advance. 

Retirement Services Office, Strom Thurmond Bldg., Rm. 211. 

803-751-5523/6715/5495 Call in advance. 

Richland County Veterans Affairs Office (Kenneth Brown), WJB Dorn VA Campus. 

803-576-1908; Brown.Kenneth@RichlandCountySC.gov 

Social Security Administration, 1835 Assembly St. 

866-964-7594 or 800-772-1213 

MOAA has numerous archived articles, a Surviving Spouse Corner and a virtual chapter for Sur-

viving Spouses. Basic membership is free for National MOAA and Columbia Chapter Surviving 

Spouses do not pay annual dues. 

MOAA Member Services Center: msc@moaa.org; 800-234-6622 or 703-549-2311 

MOAA website: moaa.org 

Surviving Spouse Corner: sscomm@moaa.org 

Virtual Chapter: mssvc02@gmail.com 

 

Art Coogler 

COL, USA (Ret.) 

Columbia Chapter Liaison 

ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 



ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 
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                       non-partisan organizations! 

Columbia MOAA Chapter Members talk to Veterans at the VEAC March 19-21. 
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ATTENTION: MOAA National, SC Council of Chapters, and the Columbia Chapter are 
                       non-partisan organizations! 

New Health Care Corner – Preventive Health as we thrive in the golden years.  

Health Corner 

 
Why Am I So Tired All the Time? | Lexington Medical Center Blog | LexWell 

Superfood of the Month: Asparagus | Lexington Medical Center Blog | LexWell 

Allergies: Types, Symptoms, Treatment & Management 

Members take the Hill for Advocacy in Action 2026, including our own Sharron Mackey! 

https://blog.lexhealth.com/blog-detail/blog/2026/03/06/why-am-i-so-tired-all-the-time
https://blog.lexhealth.com/blog-detail/blog/2026/03/06/why-am-i-so-tired-all-the-time
https://blog.lexhealth.com/blog-detail/blog/2026/03/04/superfood-of-the-month-asparagus
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/8610-allergies

